Need It-Get It- Know It and Keep It

One of the questions that come up continually ingGian discussions is the
guestion of whether,or not,a saved Christian caa has,or her,salvation. In order
to fully answer that we need to look at four thinglsese four things are,why do

we need it,how do we get it ,now can we be surdawe it,and finally the big
guestion,can we lose it once we have it. Let's d#hl “why do we need it"?
We need salvation because our ancestors messé&taipecond that Adam ate
that forbidden fruit,his and Eves, spirit died d&dore the thousand years were
over they died physically. Not only that but alltb&ir descendants,(that's
us),followed. We are born with a dead spirit inyitnd body. Everyone in this
room is dying right now. We have grandfather Adanthtank for that. You will
notice that the blame is placed on Adam and notdwesm though she was first to
eat the fruit. The reason is clear from scriptuhech tells us that Eve was
deceived but Adam ate knowing the consequencest paple seem to think he
ate so he would die with Eve. That is probably tsuethen he turned around a
couple of verses later,when he was standing b&orkand tried to pass the buck
to her. Let's look at those before we move on. &&BAnd the man said, The
woman whom thou gavest [to be] with me, she gave méthe tree, and |

did eat. {3:13} And the LORD God said unto the woma, What [is]

this[that] thou hast done? And the woman said, Theerpent beguiled me,
and | did eat. {3:14} And the LORD God said unto tle serpent, Because
thou hast done this, thou [art] cursed above all dde, and above every
beast of the field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, rad dust shalt thou eat all
the days of thy life:

Put yourself in Adams place and consider this;he standing in front of his
Creator,covered with his sin and no way out. Thaxactly the position we
will all be in one day. We will stand alone, beftine Lord Jesus Christ and
our only way out will be His salvation by His gead®ay attention to God's
direction and get it right. He does not overloak&and He most certainly
does not “understand” as some would teach todag.e&xpects obedience.
Let's look at one more example before we move dhédhow do you get it”
part.

This next example of following God's directionmsSecond Samuel ch 6:6-7
and is a man killed for doing what he thought wa®ad thing. In doing it
though,he disobeyed a direct command from God.dh&d gone out to
bring back the ark of God from the Phillistinese&l instructions had been



given as to how to transport this ark. There wasw cart and cows that had
never pulled a cart before and there was an hamandg They were also told
not to touch it. Notice here that you give God nlegvest and best. Let's read
the scriptureAnd when they came to Nachon’s threshingfloor,Uzzaput
forth [his hand] to the ark of God, and took hold d it; for the oxen shook
[it. {6:7} And the anger of the LORD was kindled against Uzzah; and
God smote him there for [his] error; and there he ded by the ark of God.
Now here was a man who thought he was doing a tfond but in doing

that he disobeyed and he paid the price. Therthatsands and thousands of
people today who call themselves Christians and kdwe come to the place
they are today by doing something other than the @@d said to do it.
Those people are like Uzzah,doing what they beligvight while ignoring
what God has said to do and not do. Consider grotis than “Christians”
like the Hindus,Muslims,Bhuddists etc. We know ttiere are good ,and
sincere people in all of these groups but they ltavepletely missed what
God has said to do. We can take it a step furthénrzclude some of our own
groups like the Jehovah's Witnesses and other gnaap deny Christ
or,even while admitting to believing in Christ thelyose a path not outlined
in God's word. Before we move on to the next sadiwant to give you the
most important verse telling you why you need gabva This is the verse
that shows us exactly what God thinks of all of nghteousness. Look at
|saiah 64:@ut we are all as an unclean [thing,] and all our
righteousnesses [are] as filthy rags; and we all dade as a leaf; and our
iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.This verse is comparing us
to one who has leprosy. That's the unclean thimgmidtter how good we
may try to be,God looks at us like a pile of filtkags. Filthy rags it says.
Friends,we need something to cover that mess wpofly thing God allows
to cover that mess is the blood of His Son Jesusio8 we will move on to
“what is it”,“how you get it” and equally importamthere do you find the
directions for you and I?

It is salvation sometimes called “being born agairtie part that's “born
again” is the dead spirit. Remember Adam's sgiet tied in the garden. We
have all inherited that. Until we are “born agaie™are a dead spirit in a
dying body. When we are saved we become a livé gpia body that is still
dying. Our body has to wait for the Rapture. lgportant that you
understand this. Let's go to the scripture everywmavs John 3:16-or God



so loved the world, that he gave his only begottebon, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but have everkting life. Let's also
look at the flip side ,verse 18 while we are helethat believeth on him is
not condemned: but he that believeth not is condeneal already, because
he hath not believed in the name of the only begeth Son of GodThe

key in both of those verses is belief. Does anys@eeany other requirement
in those two verses? That's a retorical questidhex® is no other
requirement there. Just simple belief. There arelreds of verses pertaining
to salvation but the ones that apply directly taresfound in the Gospel of
John and the Pauline letters. Paul is the apastleet Gentiles and Gentiles
are us. What the Holy Spirit says through Pauliapmirectly to us. So,go
over to the Book of Romans chapter ten. Look ate®nine and terl hat

if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesusand shalt believe in
thine heart that God hath raised him from the deadthou shalt be saved.
{10:10} For with the heart man believeth unto rightousness; and with
the mouth confession is made unto salvatioifhe confession mentioned in
those verses is not confession of sin. Confesdiemas important and
should be done,in prayer, daily, or even more ofiethe need arises. The
confession in this case is confessing that Jedhe iSon of God.
Furthermore,l believe that this is a public conf@sshat Jesus is Lord. Most
of us do this by going forward and joining a lochurch. None of this means
that you are suddenly going to turn into a perf@rson. Sometimes it takes
God years to clean you up. That part depends onmoeh you submit to the
Holy Spirit. He is the One who cleans up that piiélthy rags. It also does
not mean that your troubles will all be over. Chigiss still have as many
problems as anyone else but we have help withribldgms. It also doesn't
mean that you won't sin anymore. It has been sai@ctly,that a Christian
can do anything anyone else can do except die amad igell. The difference
is that a Christian doesn't get away with his &ad punishes the Christian
for wrongdoing. This can go all the way up to ancluding,death if the
believer refuses to change his ways. Let's mouwbduinto the Pauline
epistles to First Corinthians chapter fifteen agaldrverses one through four.
Moreover, brethren, | declare unto you the gospel Wch | preached unto
you, which also ye have received,and wherein ye at§ {15:2} By which
also ye are saved, if ye keep in memory what | preaed unto you, unless

ye



have believed in vain. {15:3} For | delivered untgyou first of all that

which | also received, how that Christ died for oursins according to the
scriptures; {15:4} And that he was buried, and thathe rose again the
third day according to the scriptures: When you read these things keep in
mind that they were written especially to us,th@i€h age Christians. Now
turn back to Romans chapter 6 verse 17 which gays(sod be thanked,
that ye were the servants of sin, but ye have obay&om the heart that
form of doctrine which was delivered you. {6:18} Bag then made free
from sin, ye became the servants of righteousnessam sure you are all
aware that there are hundreds of verses throughewible dealing with
salvation. | chose these because they were wiites and because they are
easy to remember and because they cover the priicess of salvation.
So,let's sum up how you get saved. These versesthawrequirements;that
you believe and that you believe from the heare @oesn't work without
the other. So what exactly must you believe froehibart? That belief in
everyday terms is this;Jesus Christ is the onlytieg son of God. He was
born of a virgin. He lived a sinless life. He di@adl a cross at Calvary,taking
on the sins of the world, to pay for our sins. Tihat, and this only, is
sufficient to pay for our sins and satisfy God. fTHa rose from the dead on
the third day and is sitting at the right handha Eather in Heaven.
Finally,that He will come again. If you truly bele these things you are
saved and have the starting point of the ChridtianFrom that point you
should concentrate on growth through study andgrrdyam sure most of
you see the little problem with that,belief frone theart. How do you know
you have it? That's the next section but beforengge on let's look at a
couple of extreme examples. There are thousanpesagfle who believe you
must do good works to get into Heaven. If the ggod do outweighs the bad
then maybe God will let you in. This belief is imoect and will send these
people to Hell. Consider two very different peopies good and one bad. |
purposely picked two that are poles apart. Tha@Gatholic nun Mother
Teresa and Adolph Hitler. Mother Teresa worked agritve lepers in India
for most of her adult life while Adolph Hitler bl himself murdering more
than six million Jews. Which one is in Heaven?Buadither or is it that we
just do not know. We do not know because it doespend on how good or
how bad a person is. It depends on whether theguael that Jesus was the
Son of God and their Lord and Saviour. That sandgluite confidant that old



Adolf is in the lowest part of Hell.

Moving on. How can we possibly know we haveAittually,if you have it
it is an easy thing to know. We go to the samegpfacthe answer to that
guestion that we go to for all the answers to sablems.

We must start with the fact that God can notTiee words are not “will
not lie”, but are “can not lie”.There is a big @ifénce.

Let's go first to a passage from 1 John thigdueme. In 1 John 5:13-18,
Here we see two ways that we can be sure of duatsan.
These things have | written unto you that believemthe name of the Son
of God; that ye may know that ye have eternal lifeand that ye may
believe on the name of the Son of GodNow this concerns your salvation.
We know that we do not get every prayer answeredvdy we would like.
We always get the salvation prayer answered.

“I write these things to you,” John says, “whalibve in the name of the
Son of God.” It's so simple that we might misduit assurance comes from
believing in Jesus. Stop trying to earn heavenuyown moral goodness. It
doesn't work that way. Jesus has taken our plagessurance does not
depend on how well or how much | have done. It ddpeon whether or not |
rest in his finished work. Are you trusting in Jesunly to get you to heaven.
That is the key to assurance of salvation. Moving o

Do you have a new nature? This is one of the& waiys you can know you
are saved.When you were saved you became a neturereéour dead spirit
was made alive again and this will be apparenbumr yife. Salvation does
not mean sinless perfection. The new nature isimaheous but as we have
said earlier,the cleanup process takes a while pbirg is,you should be able
to see improvement in your moral life. If there baen no change there was
no salvation. God does not change us with a buhohles but rather with a
change of the heart. When we try to go back tootdivvays God turns us
around. He will do this as many times as it takesk at Proverbs 24:16or
a just [man] falleth seven times, and riseth up aga: but the wicked shall
fall into mischief.

Your new nature is not demonstrated by never @llbut by what you do
when you fall. If you are resting right now in widgsus did 2,000 years ago
to save you, then, you are saved. Now,my persawakite and | guess it's
my favorite because it is so simple.1 John 3\&tknow that we have
passed from death unto life, because we love thedthren. He that loveth



not [his] brother abideth in death.

That one is simply put and easy to understand flihside is that if you find
that you do not love the brethren and want to berad like minded
Christians you need to check up on yourself. Onal thought and we will
move on. God has told you how to be saved in wardsild can understand.
If you take God at his word ,and have done whagdie to do, you can rest in
your assurance that it is Jesus who will get yode@aven and not anything
we do.

Now we can move on to the only part of this dgsion that is
controversial. Can a born again Christian ever los@r her,salvation. It is
an interesting fact that of all the major denomorat in existence before
1800,0nly the Catholics believed you could los@iis Catholic doctrine
slowly began to creep into other denominations| mativ we have only two
who still hold to the correct doctrine on eternadity or as it is sometimes
called,the security of the believer. These twoBaptists and Presbyterians.
In order to nail this down | first want to pointtaome of the scriptures that
some use to prove you can lose it.

Hebrews 6:4-6-or [it is] impossible for those who were once emjhtened,
and have tasted of the heavenly gift, and were magmartakers of the
Holy Ghost, {6:5} And have tasted the good word d&od, and the powers
of the world to come, {6:6} If they shall fall awayto renew them again
unto repentance; seeing they crucify to themselvélse Son of God afresh,
and put [him] to an open shame.

Now at first glance this seems to be a verse whagts you can lose your
salvation. This verse, is speaking of people wheewvolved in a church.
Perhaps they joined a congregation, heard the Gaapksaw the Holy
Spirit at work in the life of other members. Thagy have even publicly
confessed Christ and have been baptized, but tnsrinad a saving
knowledge of Christ. The term enlightened doesmedén saved but rather
that they had been exposed to the truth.

Now let's look at one more,Matthew 13:18428ar ye therefore the
parable of the sower. {13:19} When any one hearethe word of the
kingdom, and understandeth [it] not, then cometh tie wicked [one,]

and catcheth away that which was sown in his hearThis is he which
received seed by the way side. {13:20} But he thegceived the seed into
stony places, the same is he that heareth the worahd anon with joy



receiveth it; {13:21} Yet hath he not root in hims#, but dureth for a
while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word,
by and by he is offended. {13:22} He also that rened seed among the
thorns is he that heareth the word; and the care athis world, and the
deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he bmoeth unfruitful.
{13:23} But he that received seed into the good guod is he that heareth
the word, and understandeth [it;] which also bearéh fruit, and
bringeth forth, some an hundredfold, some sixty, soe thirty. If this was
the only verse you had, you could make a caséhoohe who received the
seed on stony ground losing it. The first guy ohsgig never got it because
Satan interferred. The third guy got it but waseardwuitful. The fourth guy
got it and lived a life profitable to God.
So,what's wrong with these verses? No where in ikatplainly stated that
a person loses his salvation but more importatitadact that they are taken
from outside the Pauline Epistles. We get our does;or rules of conduct
from these letters. and from the gospel of JohrieB®now look at a few
verses that assure us that we can not lose ipelcgally like this one John 10
27-28 My sheep hear my voice, and | know them, and theyfow me:
{10:28} And | give unto them eternal life; and theyshall never perish,
neither shall any [man] pluck them out of my hand{10:29} My Father,
which gave [them] me, is greater than all; and noman] is able to pluck
[them] out of my Father’s hand. {10:30} | and [my]Father are one.
If you think you need a higher authority than Paerde it was from the mouth
of Jesus himself. It says “no man” and “no manudels you. You need to
remember that it is God who has control of salvatiad not us. We do not
have the power to get it and we do not have thespoavkeep it. The
overseeing of our lives and our security are inhtaeds of the Lord, our
Saviour . There are three statements in verse &&hvghow that you can not
lose it.“| give them eternal life” means just that. What is eternal never ends.
“They shall never perish” Notice that Jesus said never and never means it
will not happen. Third,He saitho man” could take you out. Any one of
those three statements is enough by itself buntédgether they make an
especially strong statement.Moving on.

Go to Romans 8:3¥Vho [is] he that condemneth? [It is] Christ that
died, yea rather, that is risen again, who is eveat the right hand of God,
who also maketh intercession for us. {8:35} Who slisseparate us from



the love of Christ? [shall] tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or
famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? {8:36} A# is written, For thy
sake we are killed all the day long; we are accouad as sheep for the
slaughter. {8:37} Nay, in all these things we are are than conguerors
through him that loved us. {8:38} For | am persuadd, that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, no powers, nor things
present, nor things to come, {8:39} Nor height, nodepth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate us from the levof God, which is in

Christ Jesus our Lord. Look at that list of things which cannot affecuyo
salvation. That list even contains the words “noy ather creature”. Any
other creature includes us. According to that seregeven angels and Satan
himself (that's principalities ) have no powerakd away your salvation.

If getting to heaven depended on us do you thimksaved person would
ever make it? Certainly not since God sees onlpsnod and not sins. In
other words, the theft of a penny would keep youaduHeaven as surely as
the worst sin you can imagine. That is hard fotougrasp since we classify
some sins as much worse than others. When God ktakose of us who
are saved he sees only the sacrifice of His Soal. @=3)Are ye so foolish?
having begun in the Spirit, are ye now made perfedty the flesh?The
Holy Spirit started our salvation and He will be thne who keeps it.

Phil. 1:6 Being confident of this very thing, that he whichhath begun a
good work in you will perform [it] until the day of Jesus Christ:

The Holy Spirit started the good work in you andwii finish it. | want to
use just one more verse but be aware that themaamg more. This one is
Ephesians 4:38nd grieve not the holy Spirit of God, whereby ye g
sealed unto the day of redemption.That redemption is the redemption of
the body and the word to focus on there is se&8edled so that nothing can
get to you until Christ comes for you.

In addition to the scriptural reasons we know weaeed there are many
‘common sense” reasons.

If you believe you can lose it then you are denlquGod's grace insufficient.

Ephesians 2:8-Bor by grace are ye saved through faith; and that ot
of yourselves: [it is] the gift of God: {2:9} Not & works,lest any man should
boast.

If you believe you can lose your salvation then yaust also believe that the faith
of Jesus Christ is insufficient.
Galatians 2:1&nowing that a man is not justified by the works @ the law,



but by the faith of Jesus Christ, even we have beled in Jesus Christ, that
we might be justified by the faith of Christ, and rot by the works of the
law: for by the works of the law shall no flesh bgustified.
Righteousness is imputed to you when you are sdadyou to lose your
salvation Christ would have to take back his rightness.
2 Corinthians 5:2For he hath made him [to be] sin for us, who knew o sin;
that we might be made the righteousness of God inrh.
To lose your salvation you would have to changentlkeaning of “eternal”.
Romans 6:28or the wages of sin [is] death; but the gift of
God [is] eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord



